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REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE  
on 

SPECIAL BUDGET REVIEW 
 
 
Members of the Committee: 
 
 Much of our work this year has dealt with budget reform.  As 
you have heard, it continues to be the underlying theme in our 
budget recommendations as a Committee.  The recommendation 
for a revenue reserve, a larger unappropriated balance, the use of 
one-time revenues for one-time spending -- all of these recommen-
dations are short-term ways to avoid the disruption of additional 
cuts on state services important to our citizens.   But it is the long-
term need for budget reform that has been the work of the Special 
Budget Review Subcommittee.   
 
 Much of what we have done is in the form of legislation.  Re-
quiring an official reforecast when revenues drop by one percent; 
making expedited payments to the Rainy Day Fund; passing a 
Constitutional amendment to set aside a portion of extraordinary 
revenue growth for one-time needs -- all of these reforms are solid 
accomplishments.  I would like to thank the Governor for putting 
forward some of these ideas, and my fellow members of the House 
for proposing others. 
 
 But there is another reform which is necessary.  The Governor 
proposes a budget, but it is the General Assembly that is ultimately 
responsible for appropriating funds.  The General Assembly has a 
very short time to review the Governor’s budget proposals and it 
does not help when information is withheld from the legislative 
branch.  
 
 Therefore, this Subcommittee is recommending changes in the 
fine print of the budget which would require the Governor to dis-
close all agency reduction proposals to the legislature.  Further, the 
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language requires that reduction plans be disclosed before appro-
priations are withheld, and that reductions are limited to no more 
than 15 percent not just for agencies, but for any directly named 
grantee of an agency.   
 
 On behalf of the members of the Special Budget Review Sub-
committee, I ask the Committee to adopt our recommendations. 



Budget Amendment Recommendations

2002-04 BIENNIAL TOTAL
Part 4:  General Provisions General Nongeneral

Amendment Fund Fund

 4-1.04 Appropriation Reductions
Withholding of Appropriations Language

 4-5.01 Employee Compensation
Accountability for Reporting Deadlines Language

 4-5.06 Goods and Services
Restore Mileage Reimbursement Rate Language

 4-5.07 Nonstate Agencies
Disbursement of Payments Language
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